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JUSTIN WILLIAMS: Figures & Vessels
ART 3
109 Ingraham St, Brooklyn, NY
Opening Reception:
Friday, June 24, 6 to 9 pm

Justin Williams, ‘Apple Orchard Orgy’ (2016)

Australian artist Justin Williams deals with folkloric imagery, drawing inspiration from outsider artists perhaps more
so than artists associated with the history of fine art. Williams grew up and worked in the Dandenong Ranges East
of Melbourne. A mountain top rainforest covering up the remains of a volcano, its topography prevails as an
important background for Williams’ visual language. Williams’ work is largely auto-biographical, drawing upon his
hometown’s cast of quirky characters as well as the street stories and folktales that float around enriching the lives
of the people that live within an isolated community. There is a slyly subversive quality to Williams’ work: there is
something tangibly Lynchian about these stories both factual and imagined and exaggerated by neighborhood
residents. He also seems to explore human sexuality from a unique perspective. Anyone that has ever lived in a
small town can probably attest to how incestuous the dating pool can be. It’s not uncommon to end up in bed
with someone that your friend or a couple of friends have also ended up in bed with. You’d think you might feel
connected living amongst such a small and tight-knit circle, but the limited sexual options can prove frustrating
and isolating. All of those memories (specifically mine of growing up in a small town on Cape Cod) bubble back to
the surface while looking at the work of Justin Williams, who’s first New York exhibition opens this week at ART 3
gallery.
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